
                                                                                                                WILSON BOROUGH 
                                                                                                                NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 
                                                                                                                PENNSYLVANIA 
                                                                                                                MAY 9, 2011 
 
The First Meeting of the Council of The Borough of Wilson was held in the Guy B. Tomaino Public 
Safety Building at 2040 Hay Terrace, Easton, PA.  President Feinberg called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.  Roll call followed.   
 
PRESENT: 
                                                                   
                 Leonard Feinberg                                           Edwinna Howey 
                 David Jones                                                    Joan Lilly-Kemmerer   
                 James McGowan                                            Bob Reiss 
                 David Williams                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
ABSENT:    
 
                 Russ Lipari, Louis Starniri 
                                                                                                
Also present were:  Mayor David S. Perruso, Solicitor Louis S. Minotti, Jr., Chief Steven Parkansky,  
                 Chief Michael Collins, Superintendent Greg Drake, Code Enforcement Officer Paul Corriere 
               
READING OF THE MINUTES:  
 
The Minutes of the April 25, 2011 Council Meeting were approved by Mr. McGowan.  Second by Mrs. 
Lilly-Kemmerer. 
 
PRESENTATION OF MATTERS BY PERSONS PRESENT: 
        

1.  Harold Heffner of 1625 Butler Street appeared before Council to inquire on a handicapped parking  
application he had submitted several months ago.  Chief Parkansky requested that Mr. Heffner see him 
after the meeting. 

2. Matthew Shively of 24 N. 21st Street appeared before Council to discuss the “no parking” signs on  
North 21st Street.  The neighbors continue to get ticketed when they park on N. 21st Street, but the people 
attending the baseball games at Jeffery Field are not ticketed, are asked to move their cars or police 
officers do not respond to complaints.  Chief Parkansky responded that Mr. Shively’s ticket had been 
excused.  Chief Parkansky will check with Ms. Lohrman to see if the “no parking’’ signs are legally 
posted.  The matter will be discussed after Chief Parkansky looks into the matter further. 

3. Richard Karlsson of 2115 Northampton Street appeared before Council to discuss the shut off  
notice for his delinquent garbage and sewer bill.  Mr. Karlsson has lived in his home for 12 years.  Most 
of the time he has lived there, he was a renter.  He recently purchased the home, but the former owner did 
not transfer the property in a timely manner.  The bill was changed over to Mr. Karlsson’s name late last 
year.  Mr. Karlsson owes $1,029.18 on his bill.  He paid $680.00 on his account today.  He would like to 
pay the difference in $175.00 installments on his next quarterly bills.  Mr. Feinberg responded that it has 
not been Council’s policy to make payment arrangements.  Mr. Minotti suggested giving Mr. Karlsson an 
additional 30 days to pay the bill before it goes to shut off.  Mr. Karlsson agreed with Mr. Minotti’s 
suggestion. 

4. Panama Crozier, Head of Environmental Awareness, ran a Cans for Cash Campaign for two  
weeks.  The kids raised $44.00 during the campaign.  The PTA has joined the Arbor Day Foundation and 
would like to donate 10 trees to be planted in the Borough where the kids could see them.   The principal 
suggested at the middle school. The trees would be 6” to 12” and would be appropriate for this particular 
climate.  Council suggested that Ms. Crozier discuss the matter with the school board or Doug Wagner for 
permission to plant the trees on school district property. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS: 
 

1. A letter was received from Christian Meehan informing Chief Parkansky that Sirok would be  
retiring as of May 1, 2011.   Chief Parkansky did not know if anyone is interested in replacing the dog.  
Officer Potope’s dog is between 7 and 8 years old. 

2. Ms. Lohrman informed the Police Pension Board that there would be a conference call on May 24,  
2011 at 3:30 p.m.  Ms. Lohrman will supply the board members with the toll-free call in number, access 
code and an informational packet. 

 
COMMNICATIONS BY THE MAYOR: 
 

1. Mayor Perruso introduced the Borough’s newest part-time Police Officer, Dan Dieter.  Officer  
Dieter came to the Borough from Lower Milford. 

 
 



COMMUNICATIONS BY THE BOROUGH MANAGER: 
 
     1.  Ms. Lohrman has received information from Northampton County concerning this years CDBG 
allocation.  The county will have approximately $1.3 million under this year’s program.  The county is 
requesting a notice of intent to apply by May 20, 2011.  The application is due on Friday, June 10, 2011.  
As approved activities are hard to come by, Mr. Feinberg suggested applying for a grant for housing 
rehab.  Mrs. Lilly-Kemmerer suggested applying for a $100,000.00 grant.  Motion by Mrs. Lilly-
Kemmerer to apply for a $100,000.00 for housing rehab.  Second by Mr. Reiss. 
     2.  Ms. Lohrman has received information from Dave Woglom regarding the need to pass an ordinance 
concerning the transfer of EIT collection from Berkheimer Associates to Keystone.  She has reviewed the 
information with our TCC representative, Mr. McGowan.  The Borough also needs to pass a resolution 
regarding EIT information prior to passing the ordinance.  Ms. Lohrman will revise the draft resolution 
for the next Council meeting and have Mr. Minotti review the document.  Ms. Lohrman will prepare the 
advertisement and ordinance for EIT collection for the June 13, 2011.  Mr. Minotti has already reviewed 
the draft ordinance.  Ms. Lohrman will have Mr. Minotti review the advertisement and final version of the 
ordinance for the June 13, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Mrs. Lilly-Kemmerer to advertise the ordinance for 
the June 13, 2011 meeting.  Second by Mr. Williams. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: 
   
GENERAL GOVERNMENT: 
 
     None 
 
FIRE:    
 
     None 
 
POLICE: 
       

1. Chief Parkansky will be ordering a new vehicle shortly.  He would like to have the car in black  
and white.  Chief Parkansky stated that he would have future vehicles also in the colors of black and 
white.   

2. Chief Parkansky is also looking into changing the patches that the Police wear into something  
similar to the Borough seal. 
      
PUBLIC WORKS: 
 

1. Mr. McGowan informed Council that Mr. Drake would like to purchase a shed at Fisk Field for  
the storage of lawn equipment, fertilizer and a water reel.  Mr. Drake could purchase a 10’ x 16’ shed 
delivered for $2,551.00.  Mr. Drake would like to put the shed at the edge of the blacktop.  It would take 
up one parking space.  Mrs. Lilly-Kemmerer responded that all the parking spaces are sorely needed and 
Mr. Drake should place the shed just off the lot.  Mr. Drake stated that he would have then have to make a 
pad to put the shed on.  Motion to approve the purchase of the shed with the stipulation that the shed not 
be in the parking lot by Mr. Jones.  Second by Mrs. Lilly-Kemmerer. 

2. Mr. McGowan requested permission to hire Caleb Larsen for summer help.  The Public Works  
Department has two people who will be out for several weeks.  Mr. Larsen can start next week.  Future 
hires for summer help will be discussed at a later date.  Motion to hire Mr. Larsen for summer help by Mr. 
McGowan.  Second by Mr. Williams. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION: 
 

1. Mr. Jones informed Council that the committee had a meeting tonight and would like to give small  
raises to the lifeguards.  The lifeguard have not have had a raise since 2007.  Mr. Jones stated that the 
committee would like to have guards start at $8.04/hr.  Second years guards would make $8.12/hr and 
third year guards would make $8.21/hr.  Guards working at the pool more that 3 years would make 
$8.28/hr.  The Head Life Guard would make $8.78/ hr.  Mr. McGowan objected that the matter should 
have been discussed at budget time.  Mr. McGowan made a Motion not to give the lifeguards a raise.  
Second by Mr. Feinberg.  Affirmative votes were cast by: Mr. Feinberg, Mrs. Lilly-Kemmerer and Mr. 
McGowan.  Negative votes were cast by: Mr. Jones, Mr. Reiss, Ms. Howey and Mr. Williams.  Motion 
was defeated by a four to three vote. 
           Mrs. Lilly-Kemmerer stated that it was not fair to give lifeguards a raise as many of the other part-
time employees also did not get raises.  The Public Works summer help has also not received raises for 
several years.  Mr. Minotti felt that having a schedule of raises implies having a contract and lifeguards 
must reapply every year.  The lifeguards may assume that they will get the raises every year.  Mr. 
Williams was hoping to get a better quality employee if the Borough paid had hirer salaries.  The other 
pools pay lifeguards more money.  Mr. McGowan disagreed.  The raises would be for this year only and 
pay rates would be set beforehand.  Motion by Mr. Jones to give raises as presented to the lifeguards.  
Second by Mr. Reiss.  Affirmative votes were cast by: Mr. Jones, Mr. Reiss and Ms. Howey.  Negative 



votes were cast by: Mr. Feinberg, Ms. Lilly-Kemmerer, Mr. McGowan, and Mr. Williams.  Motion was 
defeated by four to three vote.   
 
ATTORNEY: 
 

1. Mr. Minotti has reviewed the Fire Escrow ordinance as Mr. Salermon would like his fire escrow  
funds returned to him.  Mr. Minotti felt that the funds could be returned after the property is secured and 
if the Borough has not incurred any costs securing the property.  The Borough has previously held the 
escrow funds until a Certificate of Occupancy was issued.  Mr. Minotti did felt that the intent of the 
ordinance was to secure the property.  Several Council people felt that the intent of the ordinance was to 
prevent blight and the funds should not be returned until the property is repaired.   

2.  Mr. Minotti informed Council that something needs to be done about the Civil Service 
Regulations.  A meeting should be held to have the regulations updated.  Ms. Lohrman has supplied Mr. 
Minotti with some additional information.  The updates concern both new hires and promotions.  Chief 
Parkansky is working on getting the members of the commission together.   

3. Mr. Feinberg informed Council that he had contacted the gentleman who taught a seminar last  
years on Civil Service.  The seminar was sponsored by PSAB.  Unless there is rank in the detectives, 
making someone a detective would not be a promotion.  It would be a lateral move.  Mayor Perruso added 
that at a recent MECAB meeting, an officer of another department was made a detective and it was not a 
Civil Service position.  Mr. Minotti did not want to have the detective included in the Police contract.  
Mr. Minotti felt that the Borough should have an independent contract with the detective.  Mr. Minotti 
will talk to the gentleman that Mr. Feinberg had spoken to. 

 
MECAB: 
 

1. Mr. McGowan informed Council that the MECAB tour of Allentown on wheels would be held on  
Thursday, May 26, 2010.  The tour will end at an Iron Pigs game.  Additional box seats are available for 
$35.00 per person.  Anyone interested in attending the games should see Mr. McGowan. 
 
COG: 
 
     None 
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
     None 
      
DEFERRED BUSINESS: 
     
     None 
      
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
     None 
 
ORDINANCES: 
 
     None  

 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
     None 
 
BILLS AND ACCOUNTS: 
 
Bills of $96,192.66 were paid on a Motion by Mr. Starniri.  Second by Mr. Williams. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mrs. Lilly-Kemmerer made a Motion to adjourn at 8:04 p.m.  Second by Mr. Jones and Council 
concurred.   
 
                                                                                  Transcribed from a tape. 
 
 
                                                                                   _ __________________________________________                                                 
                                                                                   KAREN A LOHRMAN, BOROUGH SECRETARY  


